Sample Presentation Program

Any award program should be held in a Public meeting and should be designed to maximize favorable publicity for Masonry. In this regard, Lodges and/or Districts should consider some or all of the following guidelines. While it is recognized that travel distances may be prohibitive. It must be remembered that award ceremonies are an ideal event in which to get favorable publicity.

1. Each Lodge and/or District should have a designated experienced Mason responsible for the coordination of award ceremonies as the publicity derived through these functions is invaluable.

2. It is suggested that, wherever possible, award presentations be held at a public meeting, on a weekend, and en masse for the District for maximum attendance.  Of course, local modifications to these suggestions will probably be necessary. Not all of these suggestions will pertain to all Lodges or Districts.

a.
Designate a District or Lodge Award Program Chairman.

b.
No information is to be released until approval of the award is received from the Community Service Committee.

c.
Invite the honoree’s family and the others identified by the honoree.

d.
Invite all officers and brothers. Pack the house with Masons. This is your chance to show Masonry to the general public.

e.
Invite the local press WITH their photographer. Newspapers often do not want photographs taken by other than their own photographers.

f.
All Masons are to wear the apron and jewel of their highest office.

g.
“Special” Masonic public rituals should be explained such as the titles, Grand Honors and gavel instructions. (see public installation booklet)

h.
Make it clear that this is an ANNUAL event even though this may be the first one held.

i.
Explain who DeWitt Clinton or Jacob Morton was in their capacity as Americans and Masons. For the Grand Lodge Certificate of Appreciation for Excellence in Service to the Community it should be explained that this award, given by Grand Lodge is a high and distinct honor. 

3. Recognizing that geography may prohibit a District-wide ceremony, in those cases, attempts should be made to band several Lodges together for the ceremony but under the auspices of the District Chairman in order to maintain continuity.

4. Be careful to never use Masonic jargon. As an example, the general public does not know what a “jewel” is.  If asked, it is an emblem of the brother’s office.

5. Be sure to have PETITIONS readily available. Have Masonic brochures readily available as you would for Brother Bring a Friend Night. If you have such a night scheduled, be sure to mention it.

6. After the function is held, be sure to issue a post-function Press Release. Many local newspapers want these to be hand delivered.
