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To my Brothers, ladies and friendsand especially to al of the members of our families
tha are present; goodafternoon What agreat day for Freemasonry and for al of uswho
have come together onthis gloriousday to celebrate St. John®@Day and share together in
the Brotherhoodthat is ours as Masons The Trugees of the Masonic Hall and Home and
the staff of the Masonic Care Community have prepared the campusfor our annud visit
for which we are very grateful. The groundslook terrific and thefind touches tha have
been completed on Wiley Hall and the Great Lawn have given our members afacility
that we can bejudly proudof. | hopeeach of you have had the oppotunity to walk the
groundsand enjoy the new buildingsand have aso had a chance to visit the Masonic
Medical Research Laboratory and the Chancellor Robat R Livinggon Masonic Library
of the Grand Lodge All that is here onthe campusas well as Camp Turk, our fantastic
Masonic Hall in New Y ork City and the DeWint House in Tappan, is maintained for our
members, our families, guests and humankind and should be enjoyed and appreciated by
al. We have alot to be proud of as Masons

As we enter thenew Masonic year, with thechangeof leadership in our Lodges and the
continuity of leadership in your Grand Lodge we have seen a different Craft emergingin
our Jurisdiction. We have founda kinde and gentler Craft; Brothers working togeher to
achieve godsfor ther Lodges and a broad base acceptance of theideals set forth in the
Masonic Compact. Y ou can see it throughoutthe programs and culture of our Fraternity
and thefact that we are achieving more and more of thethingswe have set onthe
Trestleboad tha al realize are needed to make our inditution grow and prosper.

ThelLodges tha have implemented or continued to use the components of the acronym
CCER=M have seen continued growth in thar Lodges or the start of the movement
forward that is needed for them to succeed in thar progress towards achieving thegods
they have set.

The progress we have made as a Jurisdiction in the areas of communication, community
service, education, andin the paformance of our ritud isvery obviousand theincrease
in our membership tha has resulted reinforces thepoint that thisisagreat timeto bea
Mason. The ssmple conaepts contained in CCER=M can lead usto atime tha we are all
beginning to recognize as the Greatest Y ears of Freemasontry that our Craft has ever had.

For many years, al over our jurisdiction, our Members have wondeed how we can
achieve the @oodold daysOMore recently we have tried to definethe @oodold daysO
and wha it meant and what its variouscomponents were so tha we could look to re-
implement them in our Craft.

What we have al discovered and begunto realize is tha these are the @oodold days.O
Wha we did yesterday in our Lodges and the plans we have for today and those for
tomorrow are al apat of thos goodold days.

Wha makes are Craft so special and undestoodby all has always been there. And are
there for usto use to make the Masonic experience onetha will last alifetime and



provideusall agreat way to live ourlife and achieve any gods we set before ourselves.

The programs of your Grand Lodgeand those parts of it that theLodges have decided to
make part of ther culture, afford usa golden oppatunity to succeed in making, by
working together, the Greatest Y ears tha our Craft has ever seen.

Theoneadditiond component of our formulafor successis onetha has been the
undelying reason why we have been successful in the past and has been a major element
in theability of thisinditutionto continuebasically unchanged for over onethousand
years since its prindples were first organized and put down on paper. It isthesimple
word FELLOWSHIP.

Thefundanental and primary reason of the success of the past has been theinter-
relationshipsof our Brothers and thar families Boneto another and as agroup Defined
as an assodation of people who share common bdiefs or activities, it isthekey element
tha has aways made our Craft wha it has been and will make sure that it becomesin the
years to come.

We have modified our acronymto indudethis mog valuable piece of formula of success.
Thenew acronymis:

CCER=M
F

We are truly agroup of men that inculcates to its members that we are boundtogeher by
onecommon bdief and tha we will succeed as we work togeher to achieve our gods.
Aswe continueour move forward, tha which has been the undepinning of our success
needsto be undestood, appreciated and become more and more evident in wha we do
and howwe doit everyday.

All tha we have achieved, even more so, in what we will achievein thefuturein all areas
of our plansand gods will depend on the success we have in teaching our nev members
and practicing thefundamental purpose for theingditutionsvery existence.

Theoriginsof our inditution point to the @eking careCof our members, their families and
orphanseveryday. Thereason why we are boundtogeher in this great organizationisto
look after oneanother andto let noneof our members goin need if it iswithin our
abilitiesto hdp them.

All of thenew programs and the elements of them that you were introduced to you
yesterday have the common god and purpose of continuing the progress we are making
and to emphasi ze the point of caring for oneanother.

The Pathways to Light brochure was designed to educate our Brothers as to the various
avenues they have available to them to find the true Masonic light of undestanding --



tha thisis an educationd ingitution and when a member explores and masters the skills
and obtainsthe knowledgethey provide they will add to their Masonic Lifelong
Experience and be better enabled to providefor his family and experience more success
in thar professiond lives. | encourage every Brother to participate in the MDC, LDC-8,
Road to the East andiDC programs of our Grand Lodge MUNY and the L eadership and
Educationd Services Committees alongwith thework beng peformed by our Grand
LodgeStaff Officersin thearea of education are making the difference and your Grand
L odge thanks each oneof you for ddivering on the promise of taking goodmen and
making them better. A long-time common god of our Craft.

We have many member's of our Craft and thar families tha are servingin thearmed
forces of our nation. We want each of them to know tha we recognize their contribution
and the sacrifices they are making. We will beasking the Secretaries of al theLodgesto
sendto usaligting of all of the Brethren and ther family members tha are servingin all
of the branches of our military. We want to send to each of them an American Flag tha
we hopethey will carry with them where ever they are stationad, as areminde tha we
appreciate wha they are doing and tha we are with them as they stand guad to protect
us We hopethat thegoodL ord continues to watch over them and tha he bringsthem all
home to us safe and sound.

Our recently announed patnering with the Vietnam Veterans of America and the
Veteransof Foreign Wars and the continued efforts of our Veterans Hospital Visitation
Committee is an invduable source of prideto our members and the continued
development and implementation of the plans of these committees are very important
areas of concern of mos of our members and a prime example of the fellowship of our
members.

One of thereasonstha many men are and have in the past been attracted to our Craft is
itslongand storied history. Each of our Lodges have histories that all the members
should be aware of and can be used to attract nev members to the Lodgein thefuture.
Thehistories are notonly the stories of the Lodge its members, past and present and its
activities but also of the communities in which they are part of. The histories of our

L odges are often intertwined with the development of thelocal villages, townsand cities
in which they are situaed. The new Project of the Grand LodgeHistorian and hisfine
group of AreaHistorianswill beto begin the process of assisting Lodgesin preparing the
histories of both thar Lodges and their local areas and have them made available to the
members of theLodges and also to progpective nev members who are looking for a
Lodgeto visit and perhaps petition throughthe L odge Finde foundon the Grand Lodge3
Webdgte. Thisisan on-going project tha will last for many terms but needsto bedoneso
tha we have arecorded history of our Lodges for future generationsto read and enjoy.

Thenew Q& A booKet tha each recipient of the newest issue of the ESM will be
receiving in thenext week or so is a complete guide to Freemasonry in New Y ork State.
More and more of our members are being asked questionsaboutthe Craft and have been
hesitant to answer because they did notwant to disclose what they feel may bethe
(ecretsOof the Fraternity. Here in onebrochure you have al theanswersto all of the



guestions Read it and hand them to your friendsand neighbors so tha they will better
undestand wha our great Craft isall about If you need more, they are available through
LodgeSalesin the Grand Secretaries office Dfree of charge, except for bulk shipment
cods. It isaway to share our common bdiefs and activities with theworld aroundus

TheNY Masonic Child ID Program is moving along and continues to be an activity that
more of the generationsof our membership are becoming involved with everyday. Our
recent partnering with the Fireman® Assodation of New Y ork has been greeted with
tremendousenthusasm by our members and those of FASNY . Working togeher to
protect our Children is thenew motto for the program and we look forward to sharing the
success throughoutour State.

ThelLodges and Digtricts aroundthe State of have worked very hard in devel oping
programs and events in schools, day care centers and with many other civic groupsas
well and to date those programs have broughtthe ID program to whereit is. We need to
continueto explore and expand as many different avenues as we can to hos and sponsor
events. This program is onein which al of our members and our families are engaged
and see the value of hdping others by providing this valuable tool that we hopeno one
ever hasto use to hdp recover amissing personinthear families.

Our ritud iswha sets usapat from many other fraternd, educationd and community
service groups Thelessonsand gods set forth in it are therule and guide of livinga good
life and the source of the shared bdiefs of Craft. It needsto be congantly worked on so
tha theimpression that is made uponthe new membersis an everlasting one Theentire
ritud mug begiven when degree work is beng peformed. Sometimes, when time
becomes an issue and pats, other than those prescribed in the standard work and lectures
may notbeableto betimely ddivered, it is absnlutely mandaory tha al parts should be
performed before a candidate or Brother is allowed to, after suitable proficiency to move
onto thenext degree or signthe bylaws of hisLodge Theritud of each of our degrees
was designad to be completed in oneevening as outlined and goodtime management will
insure tha it isdonecompletely. Let usnotlose sight of thefact tha thefirst impressions
we make on new Brotherswill bealasting one Do notwasteit.

Good Etiquéte and Protocol are an essential part of our craft and is oneof thecommon
valuestha are Freemasonry. | commend the Grand Marshd, RW Kurt Ott, for his
Etiquete and Protocol Review monthly newd etters and from the comments beng heard
aroundthejurisdictionislongoverdo. Theimpression of our behavior and the cugoms of
the Craft are an integral pat of wha makes Freemasonry, Freemasonry. Masters are
encouraged to spend time each month at the stated communicationsof ther respective
Lodges teaching and reviewingit.

Our Camp Turk summer program has had alongand glorious history of providing
wondeful summers away for our youngpeople. Boysand Girls experience thefun of the
camping experience tha they soondonotforge. There are some spaces available for
both the Boysand girls session this summer and | encourage the District Teamsto go
back home to ther Districts and contact the Lodges this coming week and find outif



there are other children tha would benefit from thisterrific program. Providing a
camping experience and an oppotunity for our young people to enjoy our Camp is
another pat of our longtime shared common gods.

At our Grand Lodgesession and for many years before, we have discussed and have also
seen theresults of having a strong Masonic Y outh program moving forward in our
Jurisdiction. DeMolay, Condellation, Rainbowand Triangle are integral parts of our
future and we need to spend as much time as it takes in our Districts and Lodgesto hdp
maintain and certainly build up these organizationsin thecoming year. Call uponthe
Group Leaders and ask them how your Didtrict and its Lodges can assist them.

One of themain reasonsfor thefounding of the guildsand our Fraternity was to take care
of its members and thar widows and orphans Everyday we demondrate our suppot for
our members and also humankind by opeating our Masonic Care Community and
Masonic Medical Research Laboratory. No other State expendsmore efforts to ddiver on
our commonly shared gods of hdping oneanother than throughthevaried programs and
levels of care tha we provideat the MCC and through our research beng preformed at
theMMRL. Your continued suppot is necessary for those two groupsto continuether
efforts on our behdf.

This past year weraised over $1,250000in our annud Masonic BrotherhoodFunddrive.
| congratulate the Committee and it charman, RW Robat Stack for ther great efforts
in making theamountof fundsavailable for all of charities grow by over $40Q00 this
year Bnearly 33%

One of the areas tha we need to spend more time on when it comes to charity isthelong
rangeendowment of variousprograms and activities of our Fraternity. The Masonic
BrotherhoodFounddion has established pemanent endowment fundsfor DeMolay,
Camp Turk Bnew in 2007and the Committee on Libraries and Museums. In addition,
they are hgppy to announe theformation of the Masonic Charitable Gift Annuity
Program (MCGAP) that isawin-win for our membersand all of the charities tha fundall
of themain programs in which we share our common gods. Tax dedudible contributions
to this new program will notonly benefit our charities and Grand Lodgebut will also
provide annuitants with regularly scheduled cash payments, pat of which may also be
tax-dedudible as well. Contact RW Martin Kanter, the MCGAP Committee aswell as
the Endowments Committee headed by RW Ivan Obolensky for information aboutthis
new and exciting program.

We announed at Grand L odgethis year, and the membership whole-heartedly endorsed
the establishment of a new Masonic Benevolence Fundto providethefundsneeded to
take care of members and to allow our Jurisdictionto paticipae in thedondion of funds
when natural disasters hgppen within our State and in theworld aroundus Thegod of
the Fundisto raise $1,0000000ver thenext two years to have thefundsneeded to
suppot the needs of our brethren and others when we are called uponto hdp. The
Deputy Grand Master will head the Committee this year and will appoint a charman to
continuethe Drive during histerm. The Trugees have agreed to match upto thefirst



$1,00000tha israised. | encourage everyoneto contribute to this endowment in addition
to contributing to theannud Masonic BrotherhoodDrive as well.

Fellowship also relates to the interaction with our Brothers, and ther families. Foundel
asit was, our Craft haslongbeen a place for goodmen to come together and enjoy life
togeher. We bring men into our Lodges because we think they will make great additions
to thefamily of freemasonry. Our interview process and degrees educate our new
members as to wha is expected of and fromthem. The sharing of these common gods
lead to sharing of themany life-long experiences tha we enjoy in our lifetimes. If we
forget to care for our new Brothe's and ther families and make sure they arewell and
look outfor them we will not be successful in maintaining our Fraternity in theyearsto
come. We need to look outfor oneanother and paticipatein all of our activities as
friendsdo. If we do, we will notonly progper butwe will grow to be more than we have
ever been before.

The membership numbersfor thefirst 5 monthsof this year are terrific. 840new
members raised with an average ageof alittle over 39 years old. 870plusmembers
waliting to take there second and third degrees (with the same average age) and
approximately 800 more potential new Brothers waiting for interviewing and bdloting.
Theuse of the Brother Bring a Friend Night programs and the new membership kit of the
Why | Became a Mason and Blue membership cardshave proven very successful. Keep
usngthem and theresults will continueto improve.

Thefirst impression we make on our petitionas and ther familiesis very important. We
need to maintain our buildingsand always keep them in goodrepar so our new paotential
members will want to be part of and be proud of the organization they have joined.
Towardstha end we mug keep ourlodges and buildingsfinandally strongaswell. The
new program of the Committee and Lodges and Buildingshas been designed to hdp our
Lodges and thar memberslook 1, 2, 5 and 10 years into thefuture; so ther Lodgecan
best providefor the continued ddivery onthe promises madeto its members when they
first join our Craft. Thefilled in reports need to bein our Grand Lodgeoffices by
November 1, 2007.

Keep working towards bringing in Good Men who will make usBetter.

Carefor your new Brothers, educate them aboutthe prindples of Freemasonty,
contribute to the charities of the Craft, become involved in our Community Service
programs and theresults will truly betha theBest Y ears of Freemasonry are here now
andthosein front of uswill make for the Greatest Y ears our Craft has ever known.

May thegoodL ord Bless you and keep you as you depart after this weekend, may He
continueto Bless our Craft and our Great County and look over al of those involved
with serving our Nation.



